194      MADELINE McDOWKLL BRKCKINRlDCiH

earnest support. A favorable report followed a hearing before the
Elections Committee. At this hearing, the speakers were from
Lexington, Louisville, Frankfort and Bowling (keen, and were both
men and women, as in subsequent hearings before the House Com-
mittee. The Senate passed the bill 17 to i.% but too late for it to
go from Senate to House, as the House Rules Committee, on which
our friends the enemy were in control, then had charge of affairs,
It was presented in the House by Mr. Eugene Gnms, of
Paducah. The bill was referred to a distinctly hostile committee.
Efforts to get it to another committee failed. We did our utmost
" by hearings before the committee, through the newspapers, and
before the House. The committee was rout rolled by the chairman,
Mr. Harry G. Meyers, of Covington; it brought in an adverse
report. Our one lighting friend on the committee, Mr. Dillani
Hunter, of Winchester, brought in a minority report; a motion to
substitute this was lost. A change of the vote of live of those
voting against the measure would have carried it. Thisr votes
might have been supplied by Louisville, or by Covington, or
Newport. The measure was not rejected by the Stale; it was de
feated by cities of the first and second class, for selfish reasons, Tin*
leaders of the licjuor interests were the leaders of the opposition,
With human intelligence, it can be won at another session, if tin*
women of the Federation will, in the meantime, do their duty in the
matter of forming public sentiment and getting and spreading
information as to school conditions.1

In 1912 its passage was finally secured, but not with-
out continued effort:

"Gur School Suffrage measure, although it was embodied in the
Democratic platform, was not passed without a struggle. It was
freely predicted a few days before the Legislature adjourned, that
having passed the House it would never pass the Senate, and even
some of our friends advised us to let it die without an open strug-
gle. We rejected this advice, however, and the bill is now a law.

During the Federation year we did not remit our effort to
advance popular interest in the measure, both among women and
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